Diving New Hope Rock

Text and Photography by Bob Willey

L

topped rock, is capped with a
healthy
growth of
aying less
Purple hythen a mile
dro coral
off the
and algae.
western
A few
shore of
boulders
Point Loma
lay strewn
and about a
about the
third of the
bottom
way south
and up
from the
against
Jackie Willey swims the length of an overhanging reef.
New Hope Rock.
Mission Bay
New Hope
Channel to
Rocks
A giant Sun star on New Hopes colorful reef.
the Point
sides. On
Loma Light,
its south
rests New
and west
Hope Rock.
sides the
Accessible
bottom
only by boat,
begins deNew Hope
scending
Rock is loslowly
cated deep in
into
the kelp fordeeper
ests of Point
water.
Loma, at N32
Presently
A Garibaldi makes his home within the cracks and holes of
41.139, W117
located in
New Hope Reef.
a clearing
15.950'.* Risin the kelp forest, New
ing approxiBlack Smiths, school over the rocky reefs, like
storm
clouds
over
the
Sierra
Nevada
Hopes water worn and
mately 10 to fifmountains.
undercut
teen feet
sides harbor a
off the
multitude of
hard rock
life. Brightly
bottom,
colored red,
that
orange, yelslightly
low, white,
rises from
and gray
the north
sponges, with
and east,
the occaextending
sional blue
upward to
One of the many arches at New Hope Reef.
sponge, can
within
be seen untwenty
der the rocks over hanging sur- Turning quickly around, I found some of the
feet of the surface, this roughly flat
locals in hot pursuit.

Page 1

* Thanks to John Moore at www.divebums.com.
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